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From James Reston 
Washington, April 28 
In its censored report on the 


overseas operations of — the 
Central Intelligence Agency, 
the Senate intelligence com- 


mittee confirms that the C1A 
has been using United States 
reporters, academics, and even 
religious leaders as paid spies, 
but refuses to disclose the 
names of those involved. 
Moreover, according to the 
committee, this practice is still 
_going on, and all efforts by 
officials of the universities, 


the facts so that the practice 
can be stopped, have been 
evaded by the CIA for years. 
This raises troubling ques- 
tions, the Senate committee 


' the integrity of American aca- 
; demic institutions. It does niore 
t than-that; it casts doubt on the 
operations of all media, reli- 
gious and academic representa- 
tives abroad, 
their institutions 
tunity of defending themselves 


_ | against the corruption of their 
. «ft work, 


Several observations 
t about this were made: 


4. For years leading Ameri- 
an newspapers have requested 
received from the CIA 


and 
assurances that none of their 
staff members was being used 
by the CIA as paid informers. 

2, Tho answer usually given 


WAH the CIA was that this prac- 
t 


ice. was conimion some time ago 
but had been discontinued at 


Jeast as far as staff members of 


the newspapers were con- 
cerned. Maybe some “strin- 
gers” or part-time space rate 
reporters for American papers 
were used, but even this was 
not common CIA pactice. 

3. When detailed investiga- 
tions by the House and Senate 
‘intelligence committees — dis- 


-_ closed that this was mot true 


” 


churches and the media to fee 3 cover 


observes, about preservation of 


without giving 
the oppor- 
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A’s evasion casts doubts on the integrity | 
of US journalists and others working abroad 


Mr Ford fails to act over spies 


‘and that the practice continued, 


again the CIA refused to co- 
rerate with the papers when 


they asked for g private 
they could clean house. 

i £5 @ commitiee 
veport says that the CIA. had 
covert relationships with about 


of SO 


50 American journalists or 
employees of United States 
media organizations until 


February, 1976, and continues 
to have relationships with more 
than half of them. 

It adds that more than a 
dozen United States news 
zorganizations and commercial 
publishing houses formally pre- 
: for CIA agents 

road. A few of these organiza- 
tions were unaware that they 
provided this cover. 

This invites the inference 
that most of these news 
organizations and commercial 
publishing houses knowingly 
provided cover for spies and 
still do so, thus leaving the 
reader without a clue as to 
which news organizations are 
innocent and which are guilty 
of misleading the pubic. . 

A distinction should probably 
bg made here between nornval 

oOutacts by reporters with CLA 
gents, and using reporters as 
paid CIA agents. American re- 
porters assigned abroad often 
seck information from CIA 
officials, and have usually 
ound their information to be 
accurate, if not always com- 
plete. 

This practice, particularly 
during the Victnam war, often 
led to exchanging of informa- 
tion between the reporter and 
the agent, to the benefit of 
both. But reporters serving as 
paid agents of the Government 
is a different matter. Most re- 
porters in Washington, for 
example, will not accept pa 
for going on talk shows for the 
official “Voice of America”, 
vest they scem to be putting out 
the United tates official 
propaganda ling: 

What is troubling about this 
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is.that President Ford does not 
simply issue an order to the 
CIA to stop the practice. Same 
of us have talked to him 


privately ubout it and he dacs 


not condone it, nor does he 
‘deny the intelligence commis: 
tee’s report thac the practice 
continues, 

The dilemma is that he does 
not stop it himself or make 
available, in private if neces- 
sary, the informatian the media, 
the universities and the 
churches need to abolish the 
practice themselves. 

Te is common practice, of 
course, for communist govern- 
ments to use what they call 
reporters. as spies, and vice 
versa. Even some of the Veest 
European governments have 
used journalists as cover for 
their agents, but not until the 
Second World War did the 
United States Government con- 
sciously subvert its own re- 
porters and academics. 

The Senate intelligence com- 
mittee report will now go to 
Congress for remedial action, 
and no doubt there will be 


ee emcee cement 


olen en mnie aeattae ten earees cone tgenatnaainamnelee® | 


closer contral by Congress over ; 
the finances and covert opera: - 
tions of the CIA. Burt this will . 


take time. 


The CIA itseli has been com- 
plaining, often with good cause, ; 


that the press was interfering 
with its legitimate intelligence- 
gathering functions, pariicu- 
Jarly in the publishing of the 

mes of its spies. Here the 
reporters and others have some 
responsibility not to subvert 


es 


theirs own profession or te 


esspiirial work of the CIA, but 
this dees not justify the CTA 


Mm trying to subvert the press.. 
ther. 
hig. 
intelligence agency, and all he- 
is to call Gearze - 


Nov docs it absolve 
President. The CIA is 


has to da. 
Bush, its director, on the tele- 


phone to clear up the mess.—. 
New York Times News Service. . 
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